Analysis of Artifacts

Item # 3

Oak platforms every 10': made up of oak logs 6 to 8 inches in diameter
" tightly attached to the sides" of the Money Pit.

 WHOFOUND

WHEN FOUND

'WHEREFOUND

~ Smith, McGinnis, & Vaughan to 30/32"

Onslow Company : Simeon Lynds et al to 95

1795
1804-5

Original "Money Pit"

_ F.L. Blair's "History of Oak Island, Nova Scotia..." dated prior to

1926 and quoting from a pamphlet published by the "Oak Island
Treasure Company, incorporated by Boston parties in 1893".
Furneaux's, "The Money Pit Mystery", Pg. 18 Should check
DesBrisay's 1870 & 1895 accounts

“The Colonist" article of 1864.

R.V. Harris, 2nd Edition Pgs. 8&9.

: Removed to 95 Feet, no known samples

4 on ascale of 1 to 10

Consistent verbal tradition including father to son until recorded in
writing

This should be researched further. There are significant
inconsistencies as to whether, in fact, there were "oak platforms"
“every ten feet." Some had variations in depths and variations on
what the layers consisted of e.g. just "a layer of putty" or "a layer of
putty-covered oak logs" Similar REFERENCES to layers of ashes and.
coconut fibre. We should be careful not to draw conclusions
regarding design, location or intent predicated on "oak platforms
occuring every 10 feet" (see R.V. Harris, Pg. 14)



‘Z9L1 ‘Aonins pue[s] ud s0] o ue|J

TNl Ao " A¥AYNY  ieNs
Y& v Nvvs, ove g
(ilceas evv Tenvy e dsre
WA e Smvas 5 JIVIE

ONVIS! JYvO

-sean siy pue-ppry weyde)), 03 uod Isnl oury 10w 23049p
03 9[qeun. azom Ao ‘stuem xay : A(ddns 07 UOHEIIUNWD
JO. UIBIIED DI0W INOQE[ pIEY je Wy IRyl [[e parmbal it jeys
punoj pue.100d 219 ‘SIO[IIOS MIU ISOWL DY ‘UDUL BSAY} SY -
A - : . *1940
20e[d oy} Pa1240d pUE PR AU} 0IUT WY} DAOIP PUE SYOHS YEO
{003 Lot ‘rasomoy ‘gjo Zuraeo[ 210Jo¢] "OULISISSE 1230 UIEIqO
p[nod ,m.o,% [wun yiom oy doxp 03 paproop: pue ‘djpy azour no
- Joy3Iey pascoxd 03 dqeun a1am Aoy dxmdunl sy 3y
ME T , , “UMOP I21[}1E] 399
u99}jy 210M £33 [[13 J[IOM 9YI PINURUOD oY) WY} JUIAOWIDX
193Jy 's1eok Aupwl JE9I8 € I0OJ QI9Y} PIPPIqUId Uddq dARY
Isnur £913 JUSPYUO I[2) L3 JB([3 UDIIOX OS LM s3o[ a3 Jo opIs
N0 Y I, "I05Y GMT A[IESW Po[ITos Pb O[O [[FIEo o
JEqI punoy: pue.soprs a3 03, poyoene A3 S30[ J[E0 JO. 191
¥ SS0108, oUIed: KoT[} oToUM 'UMOP TOMO[ J99] Uoy Snprad],
AR P i i, + *poaowal £[ised
U 9S00[, SeM Po[[[ U2aq PeY I [PIYM (M [3IEd oY Inq
‘fepo prey y3noy Jo ozom 31d 9y Jo SAPIS AYI pur Tojowelp Ul

mm L i Y bwgﬁ i

199J UQAS UBY3 dI0U Sem yInouwr oy I, *dn pay[y usaq pey uﬁm\
“43eys 10 91d p{o ue Jo yInour 9y} JulIUS AIAM Loy MmEs Lo
‘59u03s AU} BUIAOWLI U() JUEISIP ST OMI INOE IOATY P[OD)
uwroxy 3y8no1q uvaq SABY ISNW N PUE[S! I} 03 SNOUIIIPUL Jou
OIOM SOUOIS 9SIYI IBYI POUIEIIdNSE Aoy} SPIEMIdNY folrjeu
£q oroyy pouuioy jou APUIplAd ‘soucisey Jo 19N B ONNS
Loy 499] om3 Inoqe 10§ [los a0ejIns A3 JuraowRr uQ _
"papunoj
(oM sem 2mn3dd(U0d Y IYIRYM ULEIDOSE 0} I0M 0)
Juom Kot 9seod oy Suofe ainseany parng pey (ppry ureide)
‘951000 Jo ‘Surpnpour) soexd ey UOHIPEN [Ed0] A dur[[eoay
JueauI [[B 31 JEYM IPIOIpP 03 Sso[ € JE dxom Aot Is1g Iy
| (mo[oy v pauwoy pue
popes pey dunms dpoel pue P0[q O} YOIYAr 1940 punoid
o3 Jel punoj os[e oy ], "poois 91 snoweIs W Y3 Yorym
uodn ‘g "ON 907 9 ‘G641 ‘9g dunf uo ‘paseyomnd Lpore
-pouruIt (g eyl Juedyrudis sdeqrod st 31 ‘Gussed up)
S : *s9091d O3ur 9301q
pue punoid dyi 03 [[oJ I P13 A WOy }0[q Y} 003 Ko
se pue 931s S} PAISIA Y} [[e £ep 3xou pue ‘s1eak UL JO
pe[ € [uo uay) ‘ueySnep Auorpuy pue {pIUIg uyof* ‘spuaty
9SO OM3 SIY 03 UMOWY AIPAOISIP SIY opeur . STUUIIIA
. . 0w
op[oel P[0 UE poydENE Sem ‘O[duely [[ews & ojul y103 o}
BunroAu0d ([leU-990) [PUUNI UIPOOM € JO SUBdUI £q “youeiq
sup jo ared payIoj 9yl 0], "SULEd[ P[0 Ay} 1040 Suipuaixo
youelq poyIoy 931e[ B (M SHTO [Euiduo 9y Jo U0 PO0Is
ooe[d STyl IBDN] 'O[qISIA DIOM umop ‘paddor uaaq pey ey
soom yeo Jo sdwmnis po owog *ade[d siy £ddns 03 dn Surdunds
SeM ID(IOUE JBY} PUB UMOP JNO U] PEY POOM JO moid
isxy o3 3Byl punoy oy Jsnowaid s1eak Lueur pood & ouoawos
&q ponsta woaq- Juraey jo jooid o[qeeisturun oAed, Yorym
jods & PoIsA0dSIP ‘PUE[S] YEQ I9A0 Surweol opym ‘stuurd)
DAl [PIUB(] G6/1 JO Iewums 1o Suirds o3 Uy oW JUWIOG !
Lo T uopeudojur 36 $90IN0S Iayio WOy
pue “¢ogT. ‘0¢ Tequuade(y o poystqud ‘rededsmat: Xejier]
¥ Ystuiojoy) 9y J, Ur IUNOdIE UL uodn’ Ajurew paseq ‘Kxo1sty

Liskir puvist 3p0, 4L




o e -1l W = S = )

st s s mimtess 8% ot

18 THE MONEY PIT MYSTERY

‘During the time that had intervened since the leaving off
work by the resident diggers, the Pit had caved in and formed
the shape of a sugar loaf resting on its apex, and besides, from
the action of the rain and weather, a great quantity of mud
had settled at the bottom. It gave them some trouble to clear
all this out, but when they had done so, they came across the
sticks sunk in the mud by the first diggers on the termination
of their work. They then felt satisfied that the place had not
been interfered with since.

‘They had not got far into the work that was new to
Vaughan and his former associates, when they struck a second
tier of oak logs, corresponding with the first. Ten feet lower
down they found a tier of charcoal, and ten feet further a

tier of putty.’

A small discrepancy appears to arise; in the account of the 1795
operations it is said that the boys encountered three oaken platforms
at ten, twenty and thirty ft. levels, which they hoisted out, whereas by
The Colonist’s account it is implied that they did not reach the second
and third tiers until 1804. This is unimportant, but a statement made
by Judge Des Brisay, writing in 1870, may be of considerable signifi-
cance. He says that at the thirty ft. level the 1804 syndicate came upon
‘charcoal (and) ten ft. below it, putty’. Another version states that the
putty was found at the forty ft. level, spread over a platform of logs
and there was so much of it that it served to glaze the windows of
more than twenty houses around Mahone Bay. More charcoal and
more oak logs were encountered farther down and ten ft. lower,
coconut fibre and yet another oaken platform. Local tradition has it
that quantities of coconut fibre were removed from the Pit. Hiram
Walker, a ship’s carpenter of Chester, who was engaged in the oper-
ations, told his grand-daughter, Mrs. Cottnam Smith, that he had
seen bushels of coconut fibre brought up from the shaft.

James McNutt, who worked on the island in 1863, and who wrote
an account of which only a fragment survives, states that: ‘At forty
feet a tier of charcoal : at fifty feet a tier of smooth stones from the
beach, with figures and letters cut on them; at sixty feet a tier of
manilla grass and the rind of the coconut; at seventy feet a tier of
putty.’

No authority other than McNutt mentions the tier of smooth
beach stones with figures and letters cut upon them. They disappeared
without trace, which is not perhaps surprising when we consider the
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